There is some evidence, however, that possession of HLA-B8 itself confers a generalised increase in humoral immune responsiveness7 and it has been demonstrated that HLA-B8 individuals with a variety of conditions have higher' titres of anti-gluten antibodies in serum than those lacking HLA-B8.8 As an additional point of relevance to the mechanism of coeliac disease, it has been suggested that lymphocytes from healthy HLA-B8 controls show transformation with gluten.'
SUMMARY The leucocyte migration inhibition (LMI) test was used as an indicator of cell mediated immunity to gluten fraction III in 30 healthy controls and 58 patients with adult coeliac disease and the results related to HLA status and duration of treatment with a glutenfree diet. HLA-B8 controls showed significantly lower leucocyte migration indices, indicating greater immune response, than non-HLA B8 controls. Untreated coeliacs showed no difference from HLA-B8 controls. There was no difference between results from HLA-B8 and non-HLA-B8 coeliacs. Leucocyte Fifty-eight patients with adult coeliac disease were studied. All had typical jejunal biopsy abnormalities with biopsy-proven improvement on gluten withdrawal. There were two families where one parent and one child were both affected and one where three siblings had the disease. Twentysix patients were studied while on a normal diet, 25 had been taking a gluten free diet for between three months and one year, and 32 had been on a gluten free diet for over one year at the time of study. The 30 controls were healthy hospital personnel.
LEUCOCYTE MIGRATION I NH I B IT I O N TE ST
This test was performed using a capillary tube method as previously described. noteworthy that HLA-B8 and non-HLA-B8 coeliacs gave similar results at all stages. Six patients were studied untreated and after treatment for both less than and over one year.
Results are shown in Fig. 2 Production of leucocyte migration inhibitory factor (LIF) by peripheral blood lymphocytes of coeliacs' and by jejunal mucosa from untreated coeliacs cultured with gluten24 25 has been cited as evidence for cell-mediated immunity to gluten being involved in the production of damage to jejunal mucosa seen in coeliac disease. to gluten. 
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